Tips on Stuclqinga Foreign Language

Tl’iougl'i many stuclents may feel tl'iey have a mental block or even lack the aPtitude for
learning toreign languages, most can learn a second language IF tl"ieg are willing to invest
the necessary time.

Here are some Practical suggestions for studging ettectively, overcoming anxiety, and

learning the grammar and skills necessary for success in toreign language classes.

1. Stuclg every clagl
A toreign language course is ditferent from any other course you take. Language
learning is cumulative: you cannot Put it ott until tl1e weel<encl. Stuclg tor at least 5-10

minutes everg clag ecven HC tl"lCl"C is No l10meworl<.

2. Distribute your stuclg time.
Focus on a different tasl</sl<ill each time you studg: vocalaularg now, grammar tomorrow
etc. Do not wait until the nigl1t before a Test/Quiz to studg it all!

3. Attend and ParticiPate in class with out fail.
Class time is your Primarg oPPortunit9 for Practice. Use this time to ask questionsJ get
liel[:), take notes, SPEAK in French.

4. Do your homework!
“Home lessons” are not oPtional. Homework is meant to reinforce and review the clag’s
learning. Home lessons are tl1e l)riolge trom one clag’s class to tl1e next. Avoid l)eing lost

or unPreParecll

5. Make gourselt comfortable in class.

Getto l<ﬂOW 9OUI" classmates SO gOU Wlll l:CCl 3OU arce among l:l"iCﬂClS.

6. Learn Englisli grammar it you dor’t alreaclg know it.

Grammar is the skeleton of a languageJ its basic structure: you must learn it.

7. Practice for tests l)g cloing what you will have to do on the test.

Iif the test will require you to write, then stuclg l)g writing-inclucling sl:)elling and accents.
Use the CD-ROM program and the www.go.lirw.com site for additional Practice.

8. De\/elop a good attitude.



Have a C!ear personal reason 1Cor taking the Class. Set Personal goals 1Cor what you want

to Iearn.

9. Get help if you need it.
Talk with your teacher. Stuclg with a friend. DO NOT WAIT!

10. Get the big Picturc. Deal with uncertaintg.
Don’t worry about unclerstancling everything. You won't. Tr9 to Figure out the main

Points and work from there.

1. Make mistakes work for gou!
Leave Pemcectionism at the door; give gourselF Permission to make mistakes and learn

From them.

12. Most imPortantlg, TRY!
Believe in 5oursel1c. Go with your hunches. Take risks and seize every oPPortunitg to

lcarn.

Listening and Spcaking are Pcr‘Formance skills. Students in Foreign language classes
often have cligicultg hearing and speaking because theg are anxious about maldng

mistakes. Give yourself permission to be spontaneous and to take risks.

°ParticiPate 5i|ent|3 in class when others are called on to sPcak. Focus on the task; don’t
worry about how you will do.

of you feel nervous, relax bg takinga few deep breaths. When called on, pause, relax,
and give yoursehC time to rcsPond.

°Stuc{5 out loud! Dor’t mumble. Mimic the sounds of the language.

When called on in class, say SOMETHING, even it it is wrong: with the help of your
teacher you will learn from it. 1f you need a moment to think, repeat the ques‘cion. hcgou
dorn’t know the answer, say Je ne sais pas or Aidez-moi 'l vous Pla’x‘t.

«Use the clues around you to help you understand the task at hand.

Before a listcning activity begins, read through the task and brainstorm voca]oularg.
Remind 9ourscl1C you will not understand evergthing or get all the information the first
time throughl On y val



